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A Study on the Polymorphic Words, Homograph and Etymology of
Mangzhuang (3£ 4%)

ZHANG Ying-ying
(Department of Language, Nanjing Normal University of Special Education, Nanjing Jiangsu 210038, China)

Abstract: The word mangzhuang(3f£4&) produced in modern Chinese has many writing forms. After combing
the relationship between words and characters, it can be found that mangzhuang(# %) has many writing forms,
such as “FR4&”, “FHP”, “lH7, <R, “ME#>, “VE# and so on. It has the meaning of ‘stupid’, ‘rash’,
‘absurd’ and so on. The meaning of ‘strong’ in the dictionary mangzhuang(3f4&) entries is recorded as
mangzhuang(&:H). That is to say, the words mangzhuang(3&4%), mangzhuang(3&-%) can be recorded in two
forms: “3£4%” and “3£::”. The study of etymology shows that mangzhuang(3&4%)is a synonymy compound
composed of Mang(38) and Zhuang(t) with the meaning of ‘big” and ‘strong’, while mangzhuang(3&4%) is a
synonymy compound composed of mang (3%)(or mang, &) and Zhuang (#)with the meaning of ‘foolish’,

which later extends the meaning of ‘rash’ and ‘absurd’.
Key words: Mangzhuang(3: 4%); Characters; Meaning; Derivation
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