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A Ciritical Examination of the Narrative in Willow Shade and a Gathering of Blind Men
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Abstract: The fight of blind people and fortune-telling depicted in the Song-Dynasty painting Willow Shade and a Gathering
of Blind Men is often interpreted as an allusion to the social unrest and a sense of unease among people at that time, and is
thus considered a remonstrative paining. After combing through relevant documents and interpreting the painting carefully,
this article finds that its narrative is actually closely related to the work of caring for the poor, the elderly, the sick and orphans
during the Song Dynasty, with many details suggesting that the painting depicted the “release” of beggars when the collective
winter care for them ended. It was created to gather information for the compliance of people who were taken care of. Besides,
this unique scene also reveals the deep involvement of Buddhism in social assistance during the Song Dynasty.
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